
1 
 

Nomination to Register Findlay Community Centre as a Municipal Heritage Property 
Table of Contents 

Views of Findlay Centre, 2018 .................................................................................................................... 2 

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND INFORMATION ...................................................................................... 3 

 

LETTER OF SUPPORT .................................................................................................................................. 8 

I. Age of Property ................................................................................................................................. 8 

II. Historical Associations: Occupants, Institutions, and Occasions ...................................................... 9 

     1.  Findlay Architect, Douglas Alexander Webber .............................................................................. 9 

     2.  Dartmouth teacher and school administrator, Sara Findlay ........................................................ 11 

     3.  Findlay Centre itself ς a cherished public building since 1932 ..................................................... 11 

III. Relationship to the Surrounding Area ........................................................................................... 12 

     III-A. Architectural Style.................................................................................................................. 15 

          Bungalow schools ...................................................................................................................... 15 

     III-B and C. Original Façade and Architectural Details...................................................................... 16 

 

APPENDICES ....................................................................................................................................... 21 

Appendix A:  The Findlay Centre property........................................................................................... 22 

Appendix B:  Some styles of bungalow schools ................................................................................... 24 

Appendix C:  Bungalow schools in the Dartmouth area, 1920 to 1957 ................................................. 27 

Appendix D:  Not quite bungalows: Halifax County schoolhouses, 1940s & 1950s ............................... 31 

Appendix E:  And then there were three: The disappearing bungalow schools of Halifax (City) ........... 32 

Appendix F:  Interior photos of Findlay Centre .................................................................................... 34 

Appendix G:  Biographical information on Douglas A Webber, Architect ............................................. 36 

 

 

 

Submitted by  

Maura Donovan and Denise Gray Cox 

8 April 2019 
(with corrections - 4 May 2020) 

 

Please note: 
 Unless otherwise cited, the source for all historical 

information regarding Dartmouth schools is the book, 
ά{Ŝcond to None: A History of Public Schools in 

Dartmouth, Nova {ŎƻǘƛŀΣέ (1993, Dartmouth Historical 
Association). This book was written by Dartmouth 

educator, historian, and author Joan Payzant.          
Payzant herself was a much-loved teacher at Findlay 
School, from some time in the 1960s until the school 

closed in 1971. 

 
Except where otherwise cited, all photographs  

were taken by Maura Donovan 
(maura.donovan@ns.sympatico.ca). 

 
Right: Entrance to the 5ŀǊǘƳƻǳǘƘ {ŜƴƛƻǊ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ /ƭǳō, 

Findlay Community Centre, October 2018 
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Views of Findlay Centre, 2018 
                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above: front façade of 

Findlay Centre 

 

 

 

Right: Findlay from 

Prince  Albert Road     

at sunset 

 

 

Below: Approaching 

Findlay Centre on    

Elliot Street                      
(image shared with permission 

of those who appear in it)  




































































